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FOREWORD

The men, women, events and places which
are due mention in a historical sketeh of West
Point are legion. Here, a town, and with it, a
history, has been built—in all an intricate
woven pattern, which a small pamphlet embrac-
ing memoirs of the first native of the present
West Point, Mrs, Mary Lipscomb, does not dare
attempt to trace. Only the nuclear points of
the pattern have been touched upon, and many
of those have, of necessity, been omitted.

It iz not, then, the purpose of the booklet to
give in any way a complete history of the early
town, but only to publish the “now and then"
memories of one who has lived longer in West
Point than any other of her citizens.

AUTHORS.
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THE FOUNDING OF THE TOWN

The history of many Virginia towns ia
similar. Each has its hallowed spots, its build-
ings wrapped in tradition, and names that are
aacred because in the days when men overcame
the primeval and built a nation the bearers of
those names etched them deeply in its lore
through deeds of valor and stupendous econ-
sequence. These towns have grown and become
modernized, but there is ever present a sugges-
tion of their agesomeness, a reminder of their
history, and an atmosphere of unchangefulness.

To this type of Virginia town the present
West Point does not conform. It is true that the
span of its history reaches back to the time
when but few towns had been founded, and
when to live in the new land was heroism, but
who knows the details of this history? Destruc-
tion by fire and pestilence came to the colonial
town on this site, and in that destruction were
obliterated those things which have been pre-
served in many other places, and around which
their traditions cling.

And West Point’s history has been one of
continual change. It has not known the quie-
tude of constancy that broods over many places.
In the “backward look” through the chapters
of this booklet will be noted this quality of
fluctuation characteristic of the town, old in
its antecedents, but young in its present struc-
ture.

West Point owes its being to railroad expan-
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Plan of the Town of West Puint. {Sketch made
Pollard Fox.) g

gsion. The present town originated with the ex-
tension of the tracks of the Southern Railway
from White House to a large farm at this loca-
tion owned by Honorable William P. Taylor,
son of the distinguished John Taylor, of Caro-
line. It was largely due to the efforts of Mr.
Frank New, Mrs. Lipscomb'’s father, and Mr.
Alex Dudley that the railroad was expanded
to the “point.” This led to a further develom
ment, the formation of the West Point Land
Company, the directors of which held their
firat meeting in March, 1856. Five hundred
acres of land were purchased from William P.
Taylor by the land company, composed of in-
s1uential men from King William, King and
Queen, and surrounding counties. Mr. John
Pollard, grandfather of John Garland Pollard,
the presen* governor of Virginia was secretary
and treasurer of the organization, which sold
lots o incomang settlers here a: “‘he new ter-
minus of the Eouthern.

West Pu™nt was not incorporaied &¢ a towa,
hcwever, until the year 1870 ard the first
mayoral election was held here o, September
3 of that year. A list of the mavors (to the
vear 1889) is as follows: John Whitbeck, A.
Robinson, John 8. deFarges, E. Wilkinson, Wil-
liam D. Pollard, E. Wilkinson.

According to established and fair'v depend-
able tradition the site of West Poiut was form-
erly owned by SBir Thomas West, whoase posses-
gion of the “point” antedated that of William P.
Taylor by many vears. From the West family
the town took its name, and not from one of
the points of the compass as is commonly sup-
posed.




dMre, Lipscomb's father, Mr. James Frank
New, who with his wife, was the first resident
of th: village which breams the present town of
West Point,
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The earlier town at this location was one of
the fifteen Virginia towns alive in 1705, and
some of the state’s early history was enacted in
this vieinity. Mrs. Lipseomb remembers hear-
ing her parents tell of this ancient town which
stood here in colonial days. There are few docu-
ments preserved which give any written history
of this predecessor of West Point, vet, in her
childhood davs. lower portions of brick and
stone houses, old foundations and hrick ecurb-
ings stood here, and pérennial flowers eropped
up, which someone unknown to the new in-
habitants had planted. Then, too, here and
there. were shrubs whose age no one could tell.
The remnants of those houses, Mrs. Lipscomb
said, showed that once there had been magni-
ficent residences here, and evidenced a people
of wealth. Tradition says that a dread disease
broke out, striking down a large per cent. of the
inhahitants, a number of whom fell dead in the
streets. Those remaining, panic stricken, de-
serted their homes, whereupon the Indians from
the Pamunkey came and destroved the town
with fire.

The West Point cemetery originally extend-
ed over the whole square on the corner of which
is located The Tidewater Review office, and on
ita toombstones were engraved dates of the co-
lonial era. A slab which remains at the pres-
ent time bears the date of 1728.

Mrs. Lipscomb has in her possession an in-
seription found on a grave marker there vears

ago. The stone was erected to the memory of a
sep-faring man, and its message read as fol-
lows:
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Mrs. Lipscomb’s m<ther, Mrs. Margaret Carl-

ton New.

12

“Though Boreas blast and Neptune wave
Have tossed me to and fre, z
In spite of all by God's decree
We anchor here below.
Now here do I at anchor lie,
With many of our fleet;
Yet once again we must set sail,
Our Savior, Christ, to meet.”

A few months ago the stone bearing this in-
scription was rediscovered and unearthed on
the old cemetery site. This follower of Neptune
~ould not have heen struck down by the pesti-
lence that wiped out his “city.” He lived and
died before it came, else none had been left to
carve this verse upon a stone to mark his grave.

Back of the colorful colonial era, the imagi-
nation pictures here the wigwams of the In-
dians, the canoes skimming silently along the
rivers, the red men in their fantastic and rhy-
thmic dances, or giving their blood curdling war-
whoops. It is a far ery from the modern West
Point, Only the Mattaponi, the Pamunkey and
the York have remained unchanged through the
centuries.

Opecancanough, brother and sueccessor of
the powerful chieftain, Powhatan, and insti-
gator of the terrible massaecre of 1622, is said
to have lived upon Broaddus Hill, within the
corporate limits of what is now West Point.
The story is told that, on the shore of the York
in West Point, Captain John Smith, in search
of food for the starving colony at Jamestown,
found that Opecancanough was plotting to be-
tray him. Smith seized the chief by his hair,
and pointing a pistol at his head, forced him
to have the white men’s boats loaded with corn.
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Mra. Mary New Lipsecomb at 30 vears of age.
Mre. Lipscomb was Mary Carlton New, the first
child born in the present West Point,
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(This story is often related as occurring in New
Kent county. The error is traceable to the fact
that New Kent once embraced King. William
county, in which West Point is situated.)

In the days gone by this section was famed
far and wide for its fine hunting. Deer were
here in abundance, and venison was a frequent
meat dish on the tables. Plump partridges were
thick in the fields, ducks and geese were num-
erous on the rivers, and in September and Oc-
tober the mysterious sora appeared on the
marshes.
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The Grove Hotel, which antedatid any other hotel
at the "Mtntﬂ." {Sketch made by Pollard Fox.)
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INDUSTRIES OF EARLY WEST POINT

A town's industries are basie, laying the
foundation and structural framework for her
life and growth.

A sawmill business, West Point's earliest
industry, was started here by Mr. Frank New,
soon after the incorporation of the town. Mr.
New conducted a moderately large business,
and shortly before his death, sold his plant to
Mr. Ed Wilkinson and Mr. David Treat. A simi-
industry was earried on by the sawing and
planing mill owned by Ruark Brothers, which
was located on the Mattaponi river at the foot
of Ninth street, and from which was descended
the business condueted by the late R. E. Rich-
ardson.

Variety of industry began to develop, and a
factory established here by Mr. John Cox, of
Philadelphia, began the manufacture of shing-
les. Then a marl factory was built here by Mr.
Thomas Henley, and produced much of the
fertilizer used by the farmers of this and more
distant sections. A canning factory operated at
one time in West Point, canning the tomatoes,
green peas and other vegetables grown in this
locality.

At the foot of Fifth street on the Mattaponi
was located the first oyster house in town, which
was built by Captain Bill Marshall and Mr.
Henry Marshall. Mrs. Elizabeth Marshall had

17




The preseny home of Mra. Maorgan Treat,
the older portion of which was the earli-
eat postoffiee boilding here.
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charge of its operation. The York river vielded

a fine quality and an immense quantity, and the
Marzhall house did a large business. Tt is inter-
eating to note, however, that Richmond mark-
ed the limit of the shipping territorv, as methods
of transportation in those days would not insure
them apainst spoilage, if sent to more distant
points. Captain Walter Allmond, of Gloucester,
came to the “point,” and opened one of the
earliest oyster houses here, also conducting a
profitable business, Mr. A. F. Smither and bro-
ther operated a similar business in West Point.
At one time Booth and Company, then the larg-
est canners and packers of the product in the
United States, built and operated here the big-
rest ovater house in Tidewater Virginia. Hence
the beginning of the fame which still attaches
to the York river owster,

A unique industry, indeed, was that carried
on here by the Marsden Company, whose plant
was located on the present site of the Chesa-
neake Corporation mill. Tt was commonly known
in West Point as the “cornstalk" factorv, since
it used a combination of cornstalks and marsh
grass in the manufacture of a product said to
fill up bullet holes and prevent sinking of ships,
in case of attack. The “cornstalk” factory was
destroyed by fire.

The manufacture of hosiery was also an in-
dustry of early West Point, before the advent
of the sheer silken stockings of today, and only
the plainest cotton socks and stockings were
made here. The plant, which an old historic
sketch of West Point says, “is a real blessing to
the community,” employved about seventy-five
girls. The factory was established here through

19
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The Ware property, which was the
first printing plant, builg by 8. R. Dona-
hoe.
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the efforts of Mr, Thomas Henley, and was sub-
egquently sold to Mr. Ed Wilkin=on,

At a little later date, a plant in which were
constructed boxes and different kinds of crates,
such as those used for berries and small fruits,
was located here. It developed into a tray and
veneer factory, with the later transition to the
West Point Panel Mill. It was situated on the
gite now occupied by the Standard Qil Company
station.

West Point's broom factory, though not
built until 1897, should be mentioned in this
article. Broom corn, to supply the necessary
straw, was raised extensively in this section, but
much had to be shipped in from other sections
to supply the large demand at the factory.
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The Davis Hoas:, which was the first boarding house in Weat
By'nt. Erceted by Mr. and Mrs. Tom Davis, it was <wned by
them until their death. It is now the property of Mr. P. B.
Hughes.
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BEGINNINGS OF HER INSTITUTIONS

Mrs. Lipscomb has known the beginnings of
West Point's institutions, has watched them
grow and become diverse.

An old newspaper account which Mrs, Lip-
scomb has in her possession, gives the facts
presented in the following paragraph of church
history. Prior to the establishment of any church
here, however, residents of all denominationa
gathered for services at the Grove Hotel, where
the ministers who came in from other sections
were entertained free of charge.

About 1869 the first church edifice was
erected here by the citizens and attended as
a free church. In 1870 the Methodists organized
here, bought this earliest church strueture, and
held there their services for many years. The
Baptists used the same building for their fifth
Sunday services until their church was com-
pleted. The old “free church” was eventually
moved from the site and was used for a long
time as a colored school.

Minutes of the West Point Methodist Church
record as charter members, Mrs. Hughes, Mrs.
Carlton and Mrs. New. By 1872 the following
members had been added to this small group:
Dr. Ernest and wife, Mr. Guthrie and wife, Miss
Guthrie, Mra. Cox, Mr. Cavan and wife, Mias
Willis, S. E. Ball, Mrs. 8. E. Ball and Miss Ida
Guy.
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First brick building, located cn C street betwe n Tenth and

Eleventh, built by Mr. Eddie Ball and bequeathd to his son,
Eddie Ball, Jr., now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Edward Wolfe.
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Organization minutes of the First Bapl.
Church read as follows:

.“In reaponse to a call of the Baptista nf

West Point, King William county, Virginia. =
council composed of Revs. Alfred Bagby, John

William Ryland and Alfred Bird, met at West
Point Sunday, the twenty-first day of December,
1873, for the purpose of organizing a church.
After the usual devotion delivered by Rev. J. W.
Ryland, Rev. A. Bagby delivered the charge
and proceeded to receive members into the
church and extended to them the right hand of
fellowship, at which time the following named
members were received by letters from sister
churches: brethren—A. G. Ware, William G.
Brookes, T. R. Watlington; sisters—Mary G.
Williams, Susan Davis, Frances Mount, M. L.
Brookes, Mollie Watlington, Elizabeth Ander-
gon, Virginia Robingon, Lavinia Whiting, Mar-
tha Stark, Mary C. Dansey.” '

Mail was first handled in a room in the
Grove Hotel, and West Point's first postmistress
was Mrs. Camilla Carlton. The older portion
of the home of Mrs. Morgan Treat on E street,
then the home of Mr. and Mrs, David Treat,
was used as the first post office building.

Mrs. Lipscomb states that Mrs. Lavinia
Couch, grandmother of Mr. Willie Davis, came
here as the first school teacher, and conducted
a small private class, which she attended. The
beginning of the present school syvstem in West
Point was made when the town hall was con-
verted into the first public school building and
Mr Walter Lipscomb assisted Mrs. Couch in
teaching under the new arrangements.
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Home of Mr. and Mrs, Charl:s B. Stark,
a Federal hospital during the War Be-
tween the States, and owned after the
war by Mr. Bolivar Stark, father of the
presint owneér.
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Mr. George K. Carlton’s home on the corner

of Fourth and E streets, owned by Mra. Camilla
Carlton until her death, and which was used by
William P. Taylor as an office, is the oldest house
in town. Next to it in age is the residence owned
by Mr. and Mrs, Charles B, Stark on Fifth and
D streets, which was used as a Union hospital
during the War Between the States.

The first store in West Point (which is still
standing) was a grocery, operated by Mr. Wil-
liam T. Mitchell, and located at the corner of
Third and D streets,

West Point Lodge No. 238, A.F. & A. M.,

was chartered December, 1882, with the follow-
ing members:

Officers—C. E.. 8nodgrazs, master: R. H.
Spencer, S, W.; E. Wilkinson, J. W.: T. W.
Sharp, treasurer; George Lindsay, secretary:
W. A. Trige, 8. D.; C. A. Alphin, J. D.: D. W.
Winn, chaplain; T. L. Davis, tiler.

Members—T. M. Benson, R. H. Cox, J. R.
Davis, B. F. Eaton, G. P. Hudson, J. E. Lemoine,
D. W. Morris, W, Mizell, G. W, Nelms, T. J.
Neal, John R. Ogden, C. W. Otey, F. E. Pearce,
L. T. Roane, W. H. Stewart, J. W. Shackleford.
The lodge was formed with a total of twenty-
five eharter members. *

Fidelity Council No. 58, Jr. 0. U. A. M., was
instituted by P. E. Throckmorton, No. 12, Octo-
ber 2, 1893, with the following men as charter
members; K. W, Turner, R. P. Turner, J. F.
Thornton, J. P. Trimyer, W. 8. Sweet, W. W.
Richardson, H. T. Roane, A. J. McDowell, J. E.
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